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This bulletin provides guidelines for the safe handling, use, and storage of props that can cut or puncture
performers or crew. This includes but is not limited to knives, swords, razors, darts, bows and arrows, hatchets,
saws, spears, crossbows, nails, pick axes, any cutting implement, pistol crossbow and throwing stars.
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e Cutting or puncture injuries: cast or crew members being cut or pierced by edged or pointed props.

*  Muscle Skeletal Injuries (MSIs) - Using edged and piercing props can cause MSIs such as strains and
tendonitis in the shoulders, arms, wrists, back, neck, and lower body.

RESPONSIBILITIES — PROPS PERSON

e If a props person isn't available these duties

would fall fo stage carpenter, deck hand, or
stage management

Use simulated or dummy props whenever possible.

Maintain responsibility for the storage, possession,
conftrol, and distribution of all edged and
piercing props on the set. These props — whether
company owned or rented or privately owned

— are to be given to the props person, stage
carpenter, deck hand, or stage management.

Be qualified to work with the types of props
being used, and be knowledgeable in their
handling, use, and safekeeping.

Seek expert advice if unfamiliar with the prop
weapons being used.

Be knowledgeable in and comply with the laws
governing transportation, storage, and use of
edged and piercing props. E.g. Switchblades and
knives that have a mechanical spring release or
open centrifugally, have a button release and

CONTROL MEASURES

The props person, stage carpenter, deck hand,
or stage management should oversee these
control measures.

Real or fake prop weapons shall be strong
enough that they will not accidentally break
into dangerous pieces when being used for their
infended purpose.

push daggers are illegal in Canada-props must
be nonfunctional as per the criminal code

Be knowledgeable about and adhere to
manufacturers’ specifications including
warnings on the storage and use of edged
and piercing props.

The props person will ensure the performer is
informed of proper use of piercing/edged prop

Retain possession of all props when they're not
being used in rehearsal or performance. The
props person stage carpenter, deck hand, or
stage management shall collect all such props
as soon as they are not immediately required on
the set.

Check each prop before each use. All props
should be cleaned, checked, and inventoried
at the close of each day. All props should be
accounted for before workers are allowed to
leave the area.

Use dulled or blunted weapons that are made to
order for use as props. Dulling a sharp weapon
can lessen its tensile strength. Sharpened

prop weapons should only be used when the
appearance of cutting or piercing cannot be
oftherwise simulated. If edges cannot be dulled,
apply tapes or other materials to prevent slicing.
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e Guard the cutting edges of saws, knives, cutting .
heads, and other sharp-edged devices when
they are stored in operating areas.

*  Prop weapons used to strike other weapons,
or other hard surfaces should be made of
wood, resin, foam, plastic, steel or high-tensile
aluminum. Avoid the use of fibreglass props.

e Limit the use of edged or piercing props to
performance and rehearsals supervised by
qualified personnel.

e Use edged or piercing props only for their
infended purpose. Don't engage in or permit
horseplay or target practice on or off the set.

e Consult the props person, stage manager, or
fight co-ordinator if you have any doubts or
qguestions about the proper handling of these
props. Performers and others who will handle .
an edged or piercing prop and who claim prior
knowledge will be required to demonstrate their
experience in the safe handling of the prop to
one of the people listed above.

e No one is to be coaxed, coerced, or forced into .
handling edged or piercing props.

* Maintain all safety devices and guards (e.g.,
sheaths) in place until the prop is about to be used.

* Inspect the area where the action will be
rehearsed or performed. Pay special attention
to the surfaces on which the performers will be
standing. E.g. Sweep area to clear debris

e Before rehearsing the action, inform the
performers and crew of the safety precautions
to be observed, including their positions during
rehearsal and performance. When propelled
and edged props are being used make sure
your designed target area is clear of cast and
crew. Have a designated safety zone. When
designating your safety zone be aware that props .
can bounce back. Provide full instruction and
choreography for performers before they are
permitted to use any edged or piercing prop.

* Keep everyone who is not involved out of the
rehearsal area.

For projectile props, know where and what the
target is always. Don't release the prop unless
you have a clear view of your target (E.g.
archery, throwing knives, stars, axes). Never
propel an edged or piercing prop unftil you
have received a designated signal from the
appropriate person. Always have an agreed-
upon signal in case it's necessary to abort the
use of a prop.

Report malfunctions of equipment to the props
person, stage carpenter, deck hand onstage
management immediately. Don't attempt to
adjust, modify, or repair equipment yourself. It is
best to have a duplicate immediately available.
Malfunctioning equipment should be taken out
of service until properly repaired by a qualified
person, such as the props person.

Never lay down or leave edged or piercing
props unattended. Unless there is an active
rehearsal or performance, all props should be
secured by the props person, stage carpenter,
deck hand, or stage management.

Use appropriate personal protective equipment
whenever other performers or crew are exposed
to edged or piercing props. If points cannot be
dulled or rounded adequately, wardrobe or
props will provide padding for performer.

Combat with weapons requires instruction from
a fight co-ordinator in consultation with the
head prop person or designate.

Be aware of the signs and symptoms of MSI to
support early identification and prevention.
Signs include swelling, redness, and/ or difficulty
moving a body part. Symptoms include
numbness, tfingling, and/ or pain. Report signs
and symptoms to first aid and your supervisor to
prevent MSIs.

All federal and provincial safety regulations are
applicable and override these guidelines if they
are more stringent.
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REGULATORY REFERENCES

e OHS 4.47 — 4.52 — Ergonomics

e OHS Part 2, Div 4, Sec 21 — General Duties of Employers, Supervisors, Workers

¢ OHS Reg 3.5 - General requirement of inspections
e OHS 3.3 - Safe work procedures
e OHS 2.2 - Undue risk of injury

e Criminal Code of Canada, Section 84(1) — Prohibited weapons

RELATED RESOURCES

e Sfage Combat, Stunts and Weaponry (Actsafe safety bullefin #9)

Actsafe Safety Association

Actsafe (www.actsafe.ca) is a not-for-profit health and safety association supporting British Columbia’s arts and entertainment industries. Actsafe provides
resources and training to employers, workers, and supervisors. We are always here to provide information relevant to best practices around health and safety in
the arts and entertainment industries in B.C.

Disclaimer: The information contained in Actsafe’s products (including, but not limited fo, our training materials and courses) is for educational purposes only
and is not intended to provide legal or other advice to you. Actsafe’s products are not a substitute for obtaining appropriate legal or other advice from legal or
other professionals. Actsafe's products have been developed based on information available as of the date of preparation. Actsafe does not make any warranty
or representation as to the accuracy or completeness of information contained in its products or the suitability of such information for any purpose. Neither
Actsafe Safety Association nor any person or entity involved in the production of Actsafe's products shall be liable for any loss, injury, claim, liability or damages of
any kind resulting from the use or reliance on the product for any purpose.

Website: www.actsafe.ca | Email: info@actsafe.ca
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https://www.actsafe.ca/
https://actsafe.ca/
mailto:info%40actsafe.ca?subject=
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-04-general-conditions#SectionNumber:4.47
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/workers-compensation-act/part-2-occupational-health-and-safety#SectionNumber:Part2Div4Sec21
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-03-rights-and-responsibilities#SectionNumber:3.5
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-03-rights-and-responsibilities#SectionNumber:3.3
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-02-applications#SectionNumber:2.2
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-46/section-84.html
https://actsafe.ca/topic/stunts/09-stage-combat-stunts-weaponry/

